The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 1, 2010
Text:  Colossians 3:1-11
Sanctify us in Your Truth, O Lord; Your Word is Truth.

______________________

I was hiding out behind the garage, sitting on a pile of bricks.  I had just hit my neighbor, Paulie Halvorsen, with a well-aimed mudball…and Paulie had immediately run to the front door of our house to tell my parents.  That was why I was hiding out in the back yard.

That’s the kind of hiding that accuses us.  Oh, I knew I had done wrong….that was why I was hiding!  Hiding like that is as old as humankind.  From Genesis, chapter three, the Story of the Fall, after Adam & Eve had disobeyed God:
[Adam & Eve] heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

Hiding from God.  Adam & Eve passed that inclination to hide, passed it on to their son, Cain, who, after killing Abel, says to God, “I shall be hidden from your face.”  Maybe that’s where we got it, passed all the way down through hundreds of generations….this tendency to hide from the person we have wronged….trying to hide even from God….because we all do it, don’t we?

And not all of our hiding is strictly literal hiding.  Like the rich farmer in our Gospel this morning, sometimes we hide in our possessions….my goodness, sometimes we get lost in them!  We lose ourselves among all our toys and accumulations of things.  The rich farmer has hidden himself so well, in fact, the only person he has to talk to is himself!

The rich farmer is now the hoarder extraordinaire.  He has hidden himself away; everybody else has been shut out of his life.  It’s all monologue.  He talks only to himself.  He has hidden himself away so well in his possessions, he can only talk and listen to himself.  He has no need for anyone else.

I recently had the opportunity to watch again the video, Pretty Woman.  Richard Gere plays a man who has effectively hidden himself away from the world.  Oh, he’s rich as all get out:  he buys struggling companies and then ruthlessly breaks them up and sells their parts.  But he has no significant relationships with any other human beings.  He has successfully hidden himself in his acquisitions.

Oh, there are all sorts of ways to try to hide from God.  Perhaps the most clever of all is to hide ourselves in God-talk, to hide behind a thin veneer of spirituality.  Remember how Jesus lashed out at the hypocrites?  That Greek word….…..hypocrite…means actor…somebody who’s putting on an act, hiding behind a mask.  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Jesus says, For you are like white-washed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth.

Oh, the many ways we try to hide from God!  But it just never works, does it?

· I was not able to remain hidden from my parents behind the garage.

· The rich farmer, after his death, could no longer hide in his barns.

· Even Richard Gere, in the movie, discovered an over-powering love that drew him out of his hiding-place.

Not only are you and I not able to hide from God, but St. Paul even goes so far as to make the entirely opposite claim:  you and I are hidden with Christ in God!  How in the world did that happen?  What caused that transformation in the human race that we no longer have to hide from God, but instead we discover that we have been hidden with Christ in God!?!

Paul makes it clear….in all of his letters….that that amazing transformation happened on the cross.  Jesus took our sin and our guilt….all the junk and crud that makes us want to hide from God – he took it all upon himself, took it to the cross, and took it away.

And at the same time, through Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross, we were joined to him.  Jesus was willing to be one of us, willing to take upon himself everything that human beings experience….sin, guilt, suffering, even death….that is how Jesus joined himself to us.  We are in Him!  And since Jesus Christ is also in God, therefore we are hidden with Christ in God.  And so we no longer have to hide from God.

And the sign of all that, for us in our lives, is our baptism.  Our baptism is our dying with Christ and our rising again with him.  When a man was dead and buried, the Greeks used to speak of him as being hidden in the earth.  When we Christians have died with Christ in our baptism, we are not hidden in the earth, but hidden with Christ in God.

We may try to hide our lives in barns, like the rich farmer, but Paul says, our life is hidden with Christ in God.  We may try to hide behind lies, but Paul disagrees:  our life is hidden with Christ in God.  We may try to hide behind the mask of a hypocrite, but Paul says you can’t:  your life is hidden with Christ in God!

And what does that mean, to be hidden with Christ in God?  Well, first of all, it means to be safe and secure.  We all have those places don’t we, where we feel safe and secure?  My apologies to all of you who are younger:  we post-war baby-boomers, because there are so many of us, oftentimes hit you over the head with our music….but it was fun music!

My generation celebrated those safe and secure places in a couple of sons:  Up on the Roof by the Drifters and In My Room by the Beach Boys.  But neither of those places….up on the roof or in my room…can compare with the amazing security we have being hidden with Christ in God.  It is a sanctuary, an asylum, that is available to us no matter where we are.

Corrie ten Boom titled her book, The Hiding Place, not just because she and her family hid Jews from the Nazis in a secret room in their house.  She called it The Hiding Place because she knew of a safety in God that was still present even when the Nazis discovered that secret hiding place in their house.  She knew of a refuge in God that was even available to her when she was sent to Ravensbruck, the concentration camp.  As her sister Betsie said, The center of God’s will is our only safety – O Corrie, let us pray that we may always know it.  [p. 67]  She trusted in that safety even in spite of the fact that her sister died in that concentration camp.

That sense of refuge, of sanctuary and asylum, that’s one meaning of Paul’s encouraging words that you and I are hidden with Christ in God.  But there’s another meaning, too, to that hiddenness.  That is, it’s a mystery.  This whole experience of being joined to God is hidden from us and from others.  You and I have all sorts of experiences in our life which seem to deny it:  death, loss, fear, anxiety, suffering.  Sometimes our being joined with Christ in God seems so hidden that it almost appears to be a cruel joke.  Yet it is true:  we are hidden with Christ in God.
It’s ironic, isn’t it? – being hidden with Christ in God is itself hidden, isn’t it?  The sorrow and sufferings of my life can overwhelm my sight, and so I must see by faith that I am hidden with Christ in God.

If you and I could only see with God’s eyes, we would then realize that in spite of appearances, everything is already very different, already all things have been made new and set right.  The last and first hour has really struck in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; the whole future is already present in it.

Our llife, you see, is hidden in the cross.  The fact that it is hidden with Christ in God, lets us know that our life is out of danger…even if it does not appear to be so.  It is hidden from us in the sense that it cannot be observed or experienced, except in this Person and Event:  the living Jesus Christ Himself on the cross!

It is all brand new in Him.  He is the firstfruits of it all.  And the good news is:  our life is hidden with Christ in God.  Yes, it is concealed, hidden, from us…we can know it only by faith…but it really is our life, fully and radically renewed because of Jesus’ victory on the cross.  Our life with God in heaven has already begun!

So from now on we Christians will look at everything against the background of eternity.  The fact that you and I are hidden with Christ in God allows us to see our world with new eyes and to serve our world in new ways.  Be what you already are!  You have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  So live like the living Lord!

A man went off to see a rumored saint.  He went in quest of “the spiritual life.”  After an hour closeted with the saint, he emerged in fury:  “I wanted heavenly things,” he snorted, “and he asked about my check stubs.”

Check stubs!  That’s because the fact that our life is hidden with Christ in God is no other-worldly vision; it is a prescription for our life right now in this world.  Yes, Paul does say to the Colossians:  “Set your minds on things that are above.”  And that might sound like an invitation to a purely heavenly vision.  But then what do we get?  Practical ethics!  The whole rest of our second reading tells us how we are to live in the here and now!  No more prejudice…no lies…clean up your conversation.  Become what you already are!  Our being hidden with Christ in God makes necessary a very definite doing.

A 225-year-old hymn, written way back in 1776, reminds us that because of Christ’s redeeming death on the cross, we no longer have to hide from God, but rather we can hide in God.  Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee.

We sing it now:  Hymn No. 327 in the Green Book.
